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7 2 Notes and Suggestions 

Here then we have further evidence of the fact that the founders 
of the American nation were not merely provincial political leaders. 
Many of them, and particularly the three mentioned in this article, 
were men of great versatility and wide information, who found 
time, among the thronging cares of their active lives, to keep them- 
selves well informed of the progress of art, letters, and science, not 
only here in America, but throughout Europe as well. 

George E. Hastings. 



The Collection of State War Service Records 

Since the United States entered the war a constantly growing 
number of states have officially recognized the importance of col- 
lecting and preserving the records of state and local participation in 
the World War. Scarcely a state in the Union but has felt the im- 
pulse of the general movement in which this recognition has found 
expression. Information now at hand indicates that central gov- 
ernments or governmental agencies in at least thirty-five states 
have made special and more or less adequate provision for the con- 
duct, generally by men with the requisite training or aptitudes, of 
systematic and state-wide campaigns for the acquisition of all avail- 
able records of the war services performed by their several com- 
monwealths. 1 

In many instances the state council of defense, or corresponding 
body, acting upon its own initiative or in response to suggestions 
made early in the war by the National Board for Historical Service 
or, as frequently happened, at the instance and with the close co- 
operation of the leading state historical agency, inaugurated a local 
movement on the scale indicated through the appointment for the 
purpose of a " war history committee ", a " state historian ", a " war 
records commission", or similar agency. 2 In a smaller number of 

i It should be noted at the outset that while a few of the states not included 
in this category are known to have done nothing noteworthy in this field, there 
are others which may have taken measures of which the writer is not aware. 

2 State councils of defense in California, Connecticut, Illinois, and Oklahoma 
assigned the work to a War History Committee ; in North Carolina and Wyoming, 
to an Historical Committee; in Maryland, to an Historical Division; in New 
Mexico, to a Board of Historical Service ; in Idaho, to the Woman's Committee ; 
in Alabama, Georgia, Kentucky, New Hampshire, Oregon, and Rhode Island, to 
a state historian ; in Michigan, to a State Director to Compile a Record of 
Michigan Soldiers and Sailors in the Great War; in Pennsylvania and Wisconsin, 
to a War History Commission ; and in Minnesota, to a War Records Commission. 
These agencies have been severally affiliated with the California Historical Survey 
Commission, the Connecticut State Library, the Illinois State Historical Library, 



Holbrook: Collection of War Service Records 73 

states, established historical institutions undertook similar tasks 
through an extension of their normal activities, 3 while in other states 
various agencies, including an executive commission, a state uni- 
versity, and a state library, took charge. 4 Many of these agencies 
were created or developed more or less provisionally under stress 
of war-time conditions, and as none of them, even of those first in 
the field, can yet have fully accomplished its enormous task, it is 
gratifying to note that at least eighteen of the state legislatures in 
session this year have made more or less permanent and substan- 
tial provision for the continuation and completion of the work in 
their several jurisdictions. 5 

the North Carolina Historical Commission, the Museum of New Mexico, the 
Alabama Department of Archives and History, the Oregon State Library, the 
Rhode Island State Library, the Michigan Historical Commission, the Historical 
Society of Pennsylvania, the State Historical Society of Wisconsin, and the 
Minnesota Historical Society. State council of defense agencies in Kentucky, 
Maryland, and Michigan are known to be active as originally constituted, while 
the work of others presumably continues under the same auspices or as indicated 
below. 

3 Among these may be noted the Arkansas History Commission, the State 
Historical and Natural History Society of Colorado, the Indiana Historical Com- 
mission, the State Historical Society and the Historical Department of Iowa, the 
Mississippi State Department of Archives and History, the State Historical 
Society of Missouri, the Nebraska State Historical Society, and the Virginia 
Historical Society. It need scarcely be remarked that every active state histor- 
ical agency, whether acting alone or in conjunction with a specially constituted 
war records body, in the ordinary course of events received current material 
during the war which in many instances forms the real nucleus of the state war 
records collection. 

* Ohio has an Historical Commission appointed by the governor and affiliated 
with the State Archaeological and Historical Society and the State University, 
while the University of Texas and the New York State Library have taken the 
initiative in their respective fields, the former having established a separate 
department known as the Texas War Records Collection. 

6 Agencies known to be operating under some form of direct legislative 
authorization (appropriations for war records work, where known, being noted in 
parentheses) include the California Historical Survey Commission, the State His- 
torical and Natural History Society of Colorado ($5,000), the Department of War 
Records of the Connecticut State Library ($10,000), the Illinois State Historical 
Library ($20,000), the Indiana Historical Commission ($20,000), the Iowa War 
Roster Commission ($20,000), the adjutant general of Massachusetts, the Michi- 
gan Historical Commission, the Minnesota War Records Commission ($10,000), 
the War History Bureau of the New Jersey State Library ($10,000), the adjutant 
general of Nebraska ($25,000), the North Dakota War History Commission 
($2,500), the Nevada Historical Society, the state historian and the adjutant 
general of New York, the adjutant general of Ohio ($50,000), the state historian 
of Oregon ($2,500), the North Carolina Historical Commission, and the Wiscon- 
sin War History Commission ($37,500). In Michigan, funds made available by 
the War Preparedness Board, the legislature, and the Historical Commission, 
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To fulfill its mission completely, the war history commission or 
the state historian, as the case may be, must look for the assistance 
of public-spirited citizens in every community throughout the state. 
State-wide volunteer organizations have therefore been effected in 
Indiana, Kentucky, Maryland, Michigan, Mississippi, New Hamp- 
shire, New York, Oregon, and Wisconsin, and have reached various 
stages of completion in Illinois, Minnesota, Nebraska, North Caro- 
lina, Ohio, Texas, and other states. The usual procedure is for the 
state body to appoint committees or representatives in all of the 
counties and towns to collect the records of their several communi- 
ties. Where the committee plan is adopted, it is generally found 
necessary or advisable to form special county organizations of a 
thoroughly representative and distinctive character, but in many in- 
stances, notably in Indiana, Michigan, and New York, existing 
organizations and institutions, such as county councils of defense, 
historical societies, and libraries, have assumed the responsibility 
for their several districts. In Mississippi, the necessary local aux- 
iliaries have been provided through the formation, primarily for 
this purpose, of an organization known as the Great War Veterans 
Association. In Michigan, Mississippi, North Carolina and, to 
some extent, in New York and Oregon, expenses of the local or- 
ganizations are defrayed by the central body, but more commonly 
these are met with funds obtained from various local sources, county 
committees in Indiana, Minnesota, and Wisconsin, for example, 
having received local financial assistance in amounts ranging from 
$50 to $i,ooo. 6 Material collected by the local committees is gen- 
erally assembled at state headquarters and filed in a single central 
depository, though in some states, including Illinois, Michigan, 
Minnesota, and Wisconsin, the plan is to build up both state and 

total $45,000. In Ohio, the legislature has authorized the addition of two new 
members to the staff of the State Archaeological and Historical Society in order 
further to facilitate the work carried on under the direotion of the Historical 
Commission. In this connection it may also be noted that the work in Texas 
has been financed by the state university at the rate of $12,500 a year, though 
$5,000 of this has been devoted to the acquisition of general war history material. 
As will appear later in this article, in all instances here noted, with the excep- 
tion of Texas, appropriations in excess of $10,000 are intended to include some 
part or all of the cost of publishing histories or rosters. 

6 In Indiana, county boards of commissioners, under the specific authoriza- 
tion of the State Board of Accounts, may expend sums ranging from $100 to 
$1,000 in aid of the work of the war history committees of their several counties. 
In Minnesota, under the provisions of a new law, county boards and other local 
governing bodies may appropriate for similar purposes funds ranging in amount 
from $250 in the case of villages and $1,000 in the case of counties to $5,000 in 
the case of cities of the first class. 
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county collections, the latter being housed for the time being at least 
in leading county libraries, courthouses, or other local depositories. 

Generally speaking, the object of the war records organization is 
to collect and preserve all available material, of whatever variety of 
origin, content, or form, which in any way relates to the war serv- 
ices performed, individually and collectively, at home and abroad, 
by the citizens of the state, and to the altered course of life in the 
home community during the war period. 

The desired material may be variously classified and described, 
but for the present purpose it may suffice to note two broad classes, 
distinguishable as compilations, or " made-to-order " records, and 
current material, or " ready-made " records. Compilations are gen- 
erally regarded as the more important for the history of individuals, 
though supplementary matter, such as photographs, diaries, and let- 
ters, is always sought. Nearly every active state has prepared and 
distributed blank forms, or questionnaires, for the purpose of ob- 
taining from various available sources of information the service 
records of soldiers, sailors, and marines. The general form is 
sometimes supplemented, as in Iowa, Maryland, and North Caro- 
lina, with one or more forms applicable particularly to those who 
were wounded or who lost their lives in the service. In Connecti- 
cut, a separate form is provided for the records of Red Cross nurses, 
chaplains, correspondents, and others who served in association with 
the armed forces of the nation. One of several forms used in Texas 
is intended to record the war services of agricultural producers. In 
a few states the practice of making compilations is extended to in- 
clude activities other than those of individuals. For example, Con- 
necticut uses a form for compiling service records of organizations ; 
Texas provides blanks for the records of mercantile establishments 
and of industrial plants ; and California is compiling information on 
various subjects through reports prepared by local representatives 
in accordance with certain general specifications. 

For the history of organized or group activities, however, more 
or less special emphasis is usually placed upon the importance of 
collecting " ready-made " records, or the sort of material which was 
produced in connection with the actual conduct of the activities in 
question and has only to be gathered and preserved. In a number 
of states, including Minnesota, North Carolina, Ohio, and Texas, 
more than usual care has been taken to make clear to the lay worker 
and to the general public the historical value of such products of the 
times as files of local newspapers; printed matter, such as pamph- 
lets, programmes, and posters; manuscript material, such as min- 
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utes of proceedings, correspondence files, and official reports; pic- 
torial records, such as photographs, motion-picture films, sketches, 
and maps; and mementoes or museum material, such as badges, 
flags, trophies, and relics. In Ohio, New Jersey, Missouri, and some 
other states, the compilation of records of individual military service 
appears to have been undertaken independently by the adjutant gen- 
eral's office, thus leaving the war records body free to devote more 
attention to the gathering of other war history material. 

A few of the more general methods of collecting this material 
may be noted. Measures taken by the state bodies to arouse and 
maintain the interest of local representatives include the publication 
of bulletins outlining the nature and purpose of the work; 7 the 
sending out of series of vigorously worded and fully explanatory 
circular letters, as in Oregon ; tours of the counties by field agents, 
as in Michigan ; and the offering of prizes for the best collections, as 
in Mississippi. For the acquisition of important records of state- 
wide interest, a thoroughgoing canvass of the state headquarters 
of all war organizations and of sources of information outside of 
the state is usually made by the central body. Sometimes a part of 
the whole task of the war records organization is assigned to an 
auxiliary agency, as in Texas, where the Daughters of the Con- 
federacy have taken over the work of compiling the military and 
naval records. In all cases the active co-operation of established 
organizations and institutions and of the newly formed veterans' 
associations is earnestly sought. Extensive use is always made of 
the press and of other mediums of publicity. In Kentucky, for ex- 

7 Among bulletins and leaflets issued for this purpose and for the instruction 
of the general public, may be noted: California in the War, by the War History 
Committee of the California Council of Defense; War History Committee {Bul- 
letins, no. 34A), by the Illinois State Council of Defense; Collection and Preser- 
vation of the Materials of War History {Bulletin of Information Series, no. 8), 
by the Sta.te Historical Society of Iowa ; A Statewide Movement to make a Record 
of Kentucky's Part in the World War, by the Kentucky Council of Defense; A 
Statewide Movement for the Collection and Preservation of Minnesota's War 
Records {Bulletins, no. i). by the Minnesota War Records Commission; The 
Great War Veterans Association of Mississippi {Bulletins, no. 2), by the Missis- 
sippi State Department of Archives and History; The North Carolina Council of 
Defense : Historical Committee, by the body of that name ; What are You Doing 
to Help Ohio Preserve her War Records?, by the Historical Commission of 
Ohio ; Outline of Purpose and Scope and Subject-Matter for Pennsylvania War 
History Commission, by the body of that name ; Directions for Organizing War 
History Committees and Collecting Material {Bulletins, no. 1), by the University 
of Texas ; and Collect Material for Wisconsin's War History Now, Directions 
for Organizing War History Committees and Collecting Material, and Some 
Further Suggestions concerning the Collection of County War History Material 
{Bulletins, nos. 1, 2, and 3), by the Wisconsin War History Commission. 
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ample, newspapers in all parts of the state were recently asked to 
join in an "historical drive" to stimulate collection through the 
publication of local war history material already secured or sought 
out specially for the purpose. Exhibits of war posters, photographs, 
soldiers' letters, miscellaneous ephemera, and relics, such as those 
on display in the state libraries and museums of Wisconsin, North 
Carolina, Minnesota, and Nebraska, help to accomplish a similar 
end. In all this, it may be remarked, the state war records bodies 
usually recognize as they are able the various special interests in 
the several states of agencies doing similar work in wider fields, 
such as the Army War College, the National Catholic War Council, 
the American Jewish Committee, the Navy League of the United 
States, and the Bibliotheque-Musee de la Guerre of Paris. 

From all accounts it appears that the work is now well under 
way in most of the active states. In the compilation of lists and 
records of men in the service, and particularly of those killed, 
wounded, or cited for bravery, notable progress appears to have 
been made in California, Kentucky, New Hampshire, Virginia, and 
other states especially active in this direction. 8 Growing collections 
of soldiers' photographs, as in New Mexico ; of soldiers' letters, as 
in Minnesota; of war posters, as in Wisconsin; and of records of 
local activities and conditions, as in Ohio, may be found everywhere. 
Maryland reports considerable progress made in gathering material 
relating to camps, military units, and non-military war agencies. 
Recent advices from Indiana and Texas indicate that marked suc- 
cess has attended the efforts of the war records bodies in those 
states to secure the custody of the state headquarters files of the 
leading war organizations, the Texas War Records Collection, for 
example, having some time ago received twelve large boxes of ma- 
terial, including original correspondence, from the Liberty Loan 
organization alone. 

While the immediate object of the war records organizations is 
the collection of material, more or less definite plans have been 
made for the publication during the next few years of rosters and 
histories. In a number of states, including Iowa, Massachusetts, 
Missouri, Nebraska, and Ohio, provision has been made for the 
compilation and publication of rosters under the direction of the 

8 In this connection may be noted an act of Congress, approved July n, 1919 
(H. R. 5227), making funds "available for the employment of clerical help re- 
quired to furnish to the Adjutants General of the several States statements of 
service of all persons from those States who entered the military service during 
the war with Germany ". 
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several adjutants general, the sum of $50,000 having been appro- 
priated for this purpose in Ohio. Iowa and Minnesota have pub- 
lished tentative plans for comprehensive state war histories, 9 and 
similar works are projected in Indiana, Mississippi, New Jersey, 
New York, and North Carolina. The legislatures of Wisconsin and 
Michigan have appropriated $17,500 and $10,000, respectively, for 
the publication of a history of the Thirty-second Division, which 
was made up largely of Wisconsin and Michigan national guards- 
men. In a number of states, including Indiana, Iowa, Minnesota, and 
Wisconsin, some of the local war records committees are planning 
to publish county war histories. As aids to such committees as well 
as to those which confine their efforts to the collection of material, 
the state agencies of Indiana and Iowa have published tentative out- 
lines intended to suggest in their logical relationships " the various 
phases of local activities which were a part of the war history of the 
community during the World War ". 10 

Franklin F. Holbrook. 11 

9 Shall the Story of Iowa's Part in the War be Preserved? {Iowa and War, 
January, 1919), by the State Historical Society of Iowa; Minnesota's Part in the 
War: Shall it be Adequately Recorded? (Bulletins, no. 2), by the Minnesota War 
Records Commission. 

10 County War History Prospectus (Bulletins, no. 10, War History Bulletins, 
no. 2), by the Indiana Historical Commission; Tentative Outline for a County 
War History (Iowa and War, February, 19 19), by the State Historical Society 
of Iowa. In some states, particularly in the Middle West, many projects for the 
publication of county war histories, so-called and otherwise, have been initiated 
independently of the war records organizations by private, but for the most 
part resident, publishers. Generally speaking, the official state agencies take a 
friendly attitude toward the publication of bona fide histories prepared chiefly 
under local auspices and as community ventures, but disapprove of projects, 
usually those of outside publishing firms, which are primarily commercial in 
character and intended for purposes of exploitation. 

11 [See also note on pp. 149-150. Ed.] 



